Genetic heterogeneity of Usher syndrome.
Progress towards the understanding of the molecular basis of US has been substantial. Nine different loci have been found to be responsible and two have had the specific gene identified. This information is expected to lay the foundation for the eventual development of new treatment strategies. Usher syndrome is the combined loss of both of humans most important two senses and a better understanding of the genes involved should not only help the families with US but will also provide much needed basic information about the hearing and visual systems.